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for the arts and spreading the message that

changing lives in Tennessee.
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ACTION STEPS

1. If you are not already a member, join Tennesseans for the Arts today. — This toolkit is an interactive document, and
we will be updating and adding to it in the future on our Web site. As a member of TFTA you also will have access to

important arts policy updates to help you in your advocacy efforts. To join TFTA go to www.tn4arts.org on the Web.

2. There is strength in numbers. Recruit TFTA members at every opportunity. Begin with your colleagues and friends,
organization members, board members, audiences, constituencies. Urge these folks to not only join, but to help you in

continuing to spread the word about the importance of TFTA membership.

3. Tell everyone you know in your community about Tennessee’s specialty license plate funding “vehicle” that

supports the arts, and ask them to buy a specialty or personalized plate the next time they renew their tags.
4. Place TFTA brochures and specialty license plate flyers in key places. Playbills are an excellent way to reach full audiences.

5. Add the universal “The Arts. Changing Lives” logo to all of your communications, publications, etc. Remember the
colors of the text can be customized to match or complement your existing logo and you can add your organization's name to

the logo as well.

6. Customize the PowerPoint template, downloadable through the TFTA Web site in the “Members Only” section, with
your own local information. Then contact women’s groups, civic organizations, churches etc., in your community to

arrange a presentation.

7. If you have a performance or exhibit coming up, invite your local elected officials: mayor, councilpersons,

senators, representatives, etc., and their spouse to attend.

8. Send out a media advisory and/or press release to let the media and the public know that the event is taking place.
9. If your organization has recently received grant funding, send a thank you note to your legislator, and alert the
media with a press release to let them know who the grant was from, how much money the grant was for, and how

the money will be used to change lives.

10. Use the template public service announcement included in this toolkit, or customize it with your own local

message and ask radio stations to broadcast it.

1. Lhange lives by advocaiing for the arts in Tennessee!
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